Evaluating Websites
1. Authors

· Are the site’s authors clearly identified, with credentials and a contact phone number or address? (Google the author)
2. Objectivity

· Are the site’s purpose and mission clearly stated?  (Look for “About” or “Philosophy”)

· Was the site created by a university, library, professional organization, government agency or nonprofit organization?  (Look at the URL for the domain: .edu, .org, .net, .gov)

· Are sponsors identified?  Are you being asked to buy a product or service?

· Does the site ask for personal information?  Is there a privacy policy stating what is done with personal information and how it is protected?

3. Content and Accuracy

· Does the site include references?

· What other sites link to this site? (Google link:url)

· What links are provided?

· Who is the intended audience?

· Are there any disclaimers?

4. Currency

· When was the last update, and are all materials dated?

· Are most links current? 
5. Coverage
· Is background information (with references) provided?  Is the information put in context?

· Are additional sources of information given?  Are other studies with supporting or conflicting results cited?

· Are related issues addressed?

· Are all sides of issues given equal coverage?

· Why was the site created?  To provide information (facts, data), to persuade viewers or sell products, to express an opinion, as a satire or parody?

References and further information:

Bibliography on evaluating web information, Virginia Technological University Libraries: http://www.lib.vt.edu/help/instruct/evaluate/evalbiblio.html
U.C. Berkeley Library’s Evaluating Websites:

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html

